




24,000 acres per year of 
forest lost to development

since 1985

Olofson et al 2016 ERL; Federal Reserve Bank

Housing Starts in New England
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Quabbin to Boston Sebago to Portland

Forested Watersheds Delivering Clean Water to Metropolitan Areas



Private Land
Public Land

Land Protected 
From Development

9.4m acres are protected from development

73% by easement since 1990

Current
W&W Goal
State total

50% Since 1990

Percent of Forest Conserved by State  
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24. Public Funding is a Critical but Highly Variable Source of Funding for Land Protection in New England 

Spencer (??) to provide text referencing figures and drawing out the vulnerable nature of public support

(a)

$637 m   (65%)

$337 m   (35%)

$337 m   (35%)

Public Funding for Land 
Protection is Highly Variable 

and Declining 

State Totals
State Funding

per capita
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Combined State and Federal Funding
for Land Conservation – New England





Regional Conservation Partnerships  -- Collaboratives Advancing Land Conservation 



North Quabbin Regional Landscape Partnership

• Founded in 1997 – Led by Mount Grace Land Conservation Trust

• 26 towns

• 22 Active partners

•Land protection through

•Outreach and training to land owners, foresters, towns etc.
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Plus....24 more

• Faculty and Staff
• Students
• Administration
• Alumni

The Four Pillars of ALPINE
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(Source: Sewall 2015; TNC 2015)

WHO OWNS NEW ENGLAND’S
FORESTS?

214,000 Forest Land Owners
With more than 10 acres
Own 12.2 million acres





Southern Woodlands, Oak Bluffs

Hunt Farm, Orange MA

DEVELOP


